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                    Power Move #23 
          “Chase”-ing Sign-Up Bonuses  
 
                                                                                                            Free Virtual Coaching 
​ ​ ​   ​   ​ ​                         30-minutes w/ Mr. Norman 

By treating your paycheck or savings as a tool, savvy educators can stack multiple sign-up opportunities, 
creating meaningful personal bonuses on a regular basis. Here is a basket of quick,10-minute financial hacks 
to claim some promotional bonuses!  Like whack-a-mole, these opportunities come and go, but Take10TM has 
found that playing the sign-up bonus game can prove quite profitable. All of the following bonuses and perks 
are linked directly to the companies’ offers and are accurate as of time of writing (7/2026).​
​

Chase the “Wins”  Open a new Chase Checking account to capture a sign-up bonus of $400, or up to $900 
if you combine it with the savings offer.  The Referral Multiplier:  After your account has been established, 
generate a "Refer-A-Friend" link and share with your besties, educator colleagues, and family members to 
earn another $50 for each person who opens an account, earning you up to another $500 per calendar year. 

Bank Bonus Bonanza  Consider the rinse and repeat approach with your direct deposit to capture other 
high-value, low-barrier bonuses, such as Wells Fargo ($325), SoFi ($400), U.S. Bank ($450), Bank of America 
($500) or Truist ($500).   Whether the juice is worth the squeeze is up to you, of course, but there are many 
opportunities to squeeze!  Many educators Take10TM to give themselves a nice bonus each summer!   

Ally, Your Friend with Benefits See Power Move #12 to get your Emergency Savings working harder for you 
in a High Yield Savings Account (HYSA), and leverage the cool FinTech (“buckets”) to establish sinking funds 
to help motivate and organize your short to mid-term savings goals.  The sign up bonus varies, but a $50 
referral bonus up to $250/year remains!  Ally customers are also offered a $200 sign-up bonus for opening an 
Ally Invest Account with a $1000 minimum for your taxable brokerage fund investing.   

​

 
                                            
 
                                                        

https://account.chase.com/consumer/banking/seo?sitelink=headlinepooffer&jp_cmp=rb/Offer_Brand_Exact_Chk-Bnk_SEM_US_DeskTab_Standard_Control/sea/302904496497/Bonus&opti_ca=18526413747&opti_ag=140565878525&opti_ad=791670197479&opti_key=kwd-302904496497&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=18526413747&gbraid=0AAAAAD2J_cGsFTNdkPm5OOfpygYHL6wao&gclid=Cj0KCQjwg5zTBhCLARIsAP2AFU5RYiauGCrCShWPdj-zPiBNeQ-RPPHScyujgGszS8jKAP-qBBqphvsaAk-uEALw_wcB
https://www.investopedia.com/chase-bank-promotions-7099363
https://accounts.chase.com/raf/landing
https://accounts.chase.com/raf/landing
https://accountoffers.wellsfargo.com/checkingoffer/?product_code=CHK&subproduct_code=RC&sub_channel=AFF&vendor_code=FR&collateral_code=4e4NFxuugkU-K5Vw6rQ47_N1JFufqkanwg&siteID=4e4NFxuugkU-K5Vw6rQ47_N1JFufqkanwg
https://www.sofi.com/banking-2-dr/?clickId=S6gXREUv%3AxyZTyWS4FxyxwBjUkuXdr292QykRU0&irgwc=1&afsrc=1&adId=3839196&adName=C%26S_Forbes%20New%20Paid%20Search%20Link&partnerId=1955282&partnerName=Forbes%20Digital%20Marketing%20Inc.&adTarget=bank&partnerType=Affiliate&adDepartment=BD&sharedId=SL2&ami=&programId=11190&utm_source=impact&utm_medium=affiliates&utm_campaign=C%26S_Forbes%20New%20Paid%20Search%20Link
https://www.usbank.com/splash/checking/2026-all-market-checking-offer.html?im_ref=XyazYsUH3xyZUPzT-YU0qyX3UkuXdr0F2QykRU0&sharedid=SL2&PID=1955282&ecid=AF_42839&irgwc=1&afsrc=1
https://promotions.bankofamerica.com/en/offers/chooseyourchecking500100?cm_mmc=DEP-Checking-_-Google-PS-_-bofa+new+account___cpid=20759122220___agid=160702752452___kwid=18967010105___exid=___mtyp=p-_-Brand_Checking&cq_src=google_ads&cq_med=Deposits&cq_cmp=20759122220&cq_term=bofa%20new%20account&cq_net=g&cq_plt=gp&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20759122220&gbraid=0AAAAADsIf0EjegFxHmLN_1Hd7s_F63TEn&gclid=Cj0KCQjwg5zTBhCLARIsAP2AFU46vbxQtWUpc6rAdeAAmgQXhzkIfE0KgggUvSdWbrio9RQPFati7aYaAgDDEALw_wcB
https://www.truist.com/checking/lp/promos/open-checking?cid=PS-GOOG-062626223&CampIDMaj=AABKN&CampIDMin=P01&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=12663509943&gbraid=0AAAAAD2FawnFAerEoVjUmonyc1p4bvDoo&gclid=Cj0KCQjwg5zTBhCLARIsAP2AFU7zOq0kNOvt6gcBl0sueBQ_dqSnTWAI-bU57n85Qc_zoCg1m735_9kaAi4cEALw_wcB
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/l/best-personal-checking-accounts/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=22820081444&accountid=5656014178&utm_content=183371800712&utm_term=kwd-2008590663&network=g&device=c&placement=&location_physical=9009745&device_model=&creative=765168303294&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22820081444&gbraid=0AAAABAmgStSvZDAzyqqtTKEieqUNesUSO&gclid=Cj0KCQjwg5zTBhCLARIsAP2AFU4vmIBKNZi70HmBPkmnNTaZvKdTV7c3ykbyck9VCgxVkxiGfbnBDT0aAvvKEALw_wcB
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/l/best-personal-checking-accounts/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=22820081444&accountid=5656014178&utm_content=183371800712&utm_term=kwd-2008590663&network=g&device=c&placement=&location_physical=9009745&device_model=&creative=765168303294&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22820081444&gbraid=0AAAABAmgStSvZDAzyqqtTKEieqUNesUSO&gclid=Cj0KCQjwg5zTBhCLARIsAP2AFU4vmIBKNZi70HmBPkmnNTaZvKdTV7c3ykbyck9VCgxVkxiGfbnBDT0aAvvKEALw_wcB
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bUwyKLifY4H0Mu62kxRKemARfBhjjgym/view?usp=sharing
https://www.investopedia.com/articles/personal-finance/100516/setting-financial-goals/
https://www.ally.com/go/invest/200-bonus-offer/


 

Credit Card Carousel  The competition for your business is real.  Credit Card companies lure customers with 
sign-up bonuses that appeal to consumers of all stripes, including those who want: travel miles, company 
credits, cash back, hospitality perks, complimentary streaming services, etc.  Warning: A credit card can 
be a powerful tool, but can also cause severe injury to your financial well being if used inappropriately.  Please 
only consider these deals if you pay off your balance on time and in full every single month, ideally via auto-pay. ​
​
​ * Amazon Prime Visa: $150-$250 sign up bonus; 5-6% credit on Amazon Purchases. Power Move #5​
​ * Chase Sapphire Preferred: 100,000 points for travel, services and merchandise. ​
​ * Wells Fargo Active Cash Visa: $200 sign up bonus, 2% cash reward on purchases, $0 annual fee.​
​ * REI Co-Op Mastercard:$100 REI Gift Card, 5% Cash Back @ REI, 1.5% cash back on other purchases​
​ * Clark Howard:    “Best Rewards Credit Cards”​
​ * Nerd Wallet’s:      “Best Credit Card Bonuses of New Card Holders of July 2026”​
​ * The Points Guy:  “Best Credit Cards for Air Travel”​
​ * Forbes Advisor:  “Best Cards for Points, Miles, or Cash Back”​
​ * Forbes Advisor:  “Best Store Credit Cards of 2026” 

1% Better Community  Please consider sharing your “wins” by sharing in the 1% Better Community Forum.  
We can collectively benefit from the aggregation of marginal gains realized by those who share the goal of 
improving their financial fitness.  Learn from one another’s journey and pay it forward!  Below is an actual post 
to 1% Better Community forum:​
​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Amazon and REI Bonus Bonanza! 

It took 5 minutes to sign up for the Amazon Prime credit card, and less than 10 minutes total for Amazon to 
credit my account with $150! I don’t plan on using the credit card much (although it has no annual fee and 
5% back on Amazon orders and Whole Foods), but I sure did use the $150 in my Amazon account! Pay rate 
for this hack: $150/10 minutes = $900/hour rate for my “effort.” 

This was so easy that I then signed up for an REI credit card (no annual fee) and got $100 in store credit! 
Pay rate for this hack: $100/5 minutes = $1200/hour rate for my "effort"! 

-Greg Mitchell, Lakewood Montessori Middle School Science Teacher.  

 
 
Yours in Financial Fitness 
David Norman, NBCT (Retd., 31 years in the classroom). 
​
Chief Ambassador, Take10TM for Financial Fitness  
David.Norman@simplicitygroup.com 
 
​
This material is intended for educational purposes only and is not intended to serve as the basis for any purchasing, investment, or financial decision. Any third-party 
credit card, banking, or corporate product offers mentioned are for illustrative and educational reference only and do not constitute an endorsement, recommendation, or 
solicitation by Simplicity Group or its affiliates. Testimonials and case studies may not be representative of the experience of other individuals and offer no guarantee of 
future success or performance. Individual results, sign-up bonus availability, and promotional credit values vary based on creditworthiness, institutional terms, and 
specific program requirements. The third-party trademarks, service marks, logos, and company names referenced herein (including Chase®, Ally Bank®, Wells Fargo®, 
SoFi®, U.S. Bank®, Bank of America®, Truist®, Amazon®, and REI®) are the property of their respective owners. Promotional account offers, cash sign-up 
bonuses,interest rates, and fee structures are established solely by the respective financial institutions and are subject to change, modification, or termination without 
notice. Specific bonus qualification terms, initial deposit minimums, direct deposit rules, and account holding periods apply.                                            5789479-0726                      

                                            
 
                                                        

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aNgUcLaTuwiW59Z1m5G8MTHn3-4aIm_Z/view?usp=sharing
https://creditcards.chase.com/a1/26Q2/sapphirepreferred?CELL=6H8X&AFFID=SWlnSnn6x54-n1k5u.LQiXiB8RbtrwV_bg&pvid=5ac4fa63c6c94a7491fca1c1fcc70a92&jp_cmp=cc/2058354/aff/15-32050/na
https://creditcards.wellsfargo.com/cards/active-cash-credit-card/?product_code=CC&subproduct_code=AC&FPID=0126D7I6F40000&sub_channel=AFF&vendor_code=IM&siteID=719a27a5N815411f1a2d9a9ad39c59ce&d_site_id=170911&irgwc=1&afsrc=1
https://www.capitalone.com/credit-cards/rei/?external_id=WWW_COF_Search_CPM_GSA_MS_REI_S1_XX_XX_XX_XX_CPC_Q225_TXT_MXD_ALL&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21076290915&gbraid=0AAAAAp73sJn8VgVp4t-neCf-P8W8bbrwY&gclid=Cj0KCQjwg5zTBhCLARIsAP2AFU7rMvva2IXQothXNkw4QlUdyY-tdWL0I6QZf4GrwYOvRmUNkmqjnEAaAihJEALw_wcB
https://clark.com/credit-cards/best-rewards-credit-cards/
https://www.nerdwallet.com/credit-cards/m/best/bonus-offers?utm_source=goog&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=cc_mktg_paid_2026_deals_offers&utm_content=ta&mktg_place=kwd-1997057221813&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23694274724&gbraid=0AAAABDIg0Z2ZTm42tjd84ZGY6nms9w3BH&gclid=Cj0KCQjwg5zTBhCLARIsAP2AFU5iYUE-a63uJnoZzsBed9zn4Wu2YE3-56dWAIXON6V9F7PhG2jzaU0aAukAEALw_wcB
https://thepointsguy.com/credit-cards/short-airline-pm/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=NBDtraE1-airline%20credit%20card%20offers-813036734600&utm_term=airline%20credit%20card%20offers&utm_cmpid=21780736698&utm_adgid=172252452887&utm_tgtid=kwd-43364183&utm_mt=b&utm_adid=813036734600&utm_dvc=c&utm_ntwk=g&utm_adpos=&utm_plcmnt=&utm_locphysid=9009745&utm_locintid=&utm_feeditemid=&utm_devicemdl=&utm_plcmnttgt=&utm_misc=&utm_ltpcid=Cj0KCQjwg5zTBhCLARIsAP2AFU4uqyvz7qkaYTkbC6AIHCSSAYm9bAMu-e3imp480ib-hDHdOc_kZcMaAhT2EALw_wcB&utm_paid=-pm&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21780736698&gbraid=0AAAAADKlpfpSTIiDKIuQKsAMd2jvBv2iS&gclid=Cj0KCQjwg5zTBhCLARIsAP2AFU4uqyvz7qkaYTkbC6AIHCSSAYm9bAMu-e3imp480ib-hDHdOc_kZcMaAhT2EALw_wcB
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/l/credit-cards-best-reward-credit-cards-v2/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=20927588364&accountid=9033979427&utm_content=157794456219&utm_term=kwd-12375360138&network=g&device=c&placement=&location_physical=9009745&device_model=&creative=702174858912&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20927588364&gbraid=0AAAAAoTSNPUolCW_kl8GgUCtHwHaLp1HV&gclid=Cj0KCQjwg5zTBhCLARIsAP2AFU7utGBoaJMj5DCSWARtoQoRi5dCNwOahW9EleL5cltvpdkgHXfs2gcaApo-EALw_wcB
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/credit-cards/best/store-credit-cards/
mailto:David.Norman@simplicitygroup.com

